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construction of the Lied Center for the 
Performing Arts at the University. 

In 1988, he explained his generosity 
by saying, ‘‘I have always felt that if 
you’re lucky enough in this life to ac-
cumulate enough funds to live better 
than you have the right to, then you 
have a moral obligation to pay back to 
the community or to the country or to 
the place that brought you up.’’ 

Nebraska was truly fortunate that it 
was the place that brought him up. We 
as a Nation were fortunate to have a 
man that made so many people laugh. 
Johnny Carson’s generosity to the 
State will continue to provide benefits 
for future generations. And for those 
who remember, his personality will 
live on in our hearts.

Mr. LATOURETTE. Mr. Speaker, I 
yield such time as he may consume to 
the gentleman from Iowa (Mr. KING). 

Mr. KING of Iowa. Mr. Speaker, I 
thank the gentleman for yielding me 
this time. 

And without deference to the origins 
of the Speaker or to the other gen-
tleman from Nebraska, I rise today to 
reclaim Johnny Carson as a loyal 
Iowan and a favorite son of the great 
State of Iowa, who migrated to the 
West across the Missouri River and 
made his home over on the Nebraska 
side. Iowa has much to be proud about, 
and Johnny Carson is one of those rare 
gems that will certainly be missed. 

Johnny was born as John William 
Carson on October 23, 1925, in Corning, 
Iowa, down in mighty Adams County 
to a Homer, ‘‘Kit,’’ and his mother 
Ruth Carson. A few years later he at-
tended kindergarten in Red Oak, Iowa. 
He has not forgotten his roots at Red 
Oak either. 

No comic has been able to duplicate 
the comfortable format that Carson 
emitted to his audiences nightly. As 
Harold Meyerson puts it, he was the 
‘‘country boy who had become the 
urban hipster.’’ In Corning, Iowa, ev-
eryone knows everyone, and Johnny 
brought that same small town feeling 
to Americans who watched him every 
evening. 

And although he moved to Nebraska, 
Carson never forgot his Iowa roots. His 
generosity through the John W. Carson 
Foundation will be long remembered in 
Iowa. One such example is his support 
for providing classroom and rehearsal 
space at the Performing Arts and Edu-
cation Association of Southwest Iowa, 
which is located at Red Oak. He under-
stood what it was like to grow up in 
rural Iowa, and he understood rural 
America. And those people down in 
that region had not had access to per-
formance amenities until Johnny made 
his contribution. 

So in keeping with the spirit of the 
person whom everyone in America 
loved, he really did not just belong to 
Iowa or just belong to Nebraska, but 
Johnny Carson belonged to America. 
And he would be quite pleased if I took 
this opportunity to also reclaim Sec-
retary of Agriculture Mike Johanns as 
an Iowan and also reclaim Roger Craig, 

great running back from Davenport, 
Iowa, who slid his way through Lincoln 
and went on to win three Super Bowl 
rings in San Francisco. There are oth-
ers. And I appreciate the life of Johnny 
Carson and the spirit that he brought 
to this great country. 

Mr. LATOURETTE. Mr. Speaker, I 
yield myself such time as I may con-
sume. 

I want to thank the distinguished 
gentleman from Nebraska (Mr. 
FORTENBERRY) for composing this reso-
lution, and I thank my colleagues for 
their comments.

Ms. WATSON. Mr. Speaker, I rise in strong 
support of H. Res. 40, a resolution honoring 
the career and philanthropic contribution of 
Johnny Carson. I want to thank Congressman 
FORTENBERRY for joining me in introducing this 
timely resolution, and I appreciate the oppor-
tunity to join my colleagues in honoring an 
American legend. 

Mr. Carson, known to millions around the 
world simply as ‘‘Johnny,’’ was not only the 
king of late-night comedy, but a true American 
icon whose wit and social commentary help 
defined generations of American entertainment 
and popular culture. During his 30-year reign 
of late night, he commanded the loyalty of mil-
lions of television viewers. He did this not just 
by being a gifted comedian, but by being ev-
eryone’s favorite next-door neighbor, who al-
ways knew how to put his audiences at ease. 
His jokes on politics were always sharp and 
perceptive, but never below the belt. His 
monologues reflected the pulse of our Nation. 
He is and always will be the fabric of Amer-
ican society. 

Johnny brought heartland values with him to 
show business, and he departed a class act. 
After he finished his final show in 1992, he 
never returned for guest appearances or 
prime-time specials. Instead, Johnny dem-
onstrated his well known sincerity by letting 
his remarkable achievements speak for them-
selves. 

Mr. Speaker, I thank you for this opportunity 
to pay tribute to this great American icon, and 
I strongly urge my colleagues to support this 
resolution.

Mr. LATOURETTE. Mr. Speaker, I 
yield back the balance of my time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Without 
objection, the previous question is or-
dered on the resolution. 

There was no objection. 
The resolution was agreed to. 
A motion to reconsider was laid on 

the table. 
f 

GENERAL LEAVE 

Mr. LATOURETTE. Mr. Speaker, I 
ask unanimous consent that all Mem-
bers may have 5 legislative days within 
which to revise and extend their re-
marks and include extraneous material 
on H. Res. 40. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Ohio? 

There was no objection. 
f 

SPECIAL ORDERS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under 
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-

uary 4, 2005, and under a previous order 
of the House, the following Members 
will be recognized for 5 minutes each. 

f 

ORDER OF BUSINESS 
Mrs. BIGGERT. Mr. Speaker, I ask 

unanimous consent to take my Special 
Order at this time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gentle-
woman from Illinois? 

There was no objection.
f 

MEETING WITH IRAQI WOMEN 
CANDIDATES 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from Illinois (Mrs. BIGGERT) is 
recognized for 5 minutes. 

Mrs. BIGGERT. Mr. Speaker, earlier 
this month I traveled with the Iraqi 
Women’s Caucus members, the gentle-
woman from Texas (Ms. GRANGER), the 
gentlewoman from California (Ms. 
Tauscher) and the gentleman from Illi-
nois (Mr. SHIMKUS) to meet with Iraqi 
women to discuss election procedures. 

We held the meeting in Amman, Jor-
dan. These were women who were can-
didates for the January 30, 2005, elec-
tions in Iraq. And it seems kind of 
strange that we would be training 
them in election procedures, how to 
campaign, when certainly that is a 
very different place, and the elections 
are being held in a war zone, and it is 
very difficult for candidates to get 
their name out, to even have their pic-
ture out and so that they are on lists 
which provides for the different groups. 
The women were from all different par-
ties that are involved in the election. 
There are over 100 parties. 

We had 20 of these women that came 
to discuss the elections. But we were so 
amazed and so impressed with the cal-
iber of women. They are educated, ar-
ticulate, well spoken, and at least five 
of them have Ph.Ds. But they are not 
only running for election, where we 
talk about how you have to speak 
against opponents, and you might say 
that you are going to really kill each 
other; they are actually putting their 
life on the line. So many of them have 
been intimidated. They have been 
threatened. One of the women has lost 
her 17-year old son along with her 
guard. Last week there was an assas-
sination attempt on her again with 
four insurgents dressed as Iraqi police-
men. Fortunately, they did not suc-
ceed, and she is still running. 

One woman had been kidnapped and 
held for ransom and was finally re-
leased. Another woman lost her son. 
Another woman had five family mem-
bers who have been killed just re-
cently. And yet they are willing. Be-
cause they believe so much in democ-
racy, they are willing to put their 
names on a list to be elected. 

And fortunately for the women of 
Iraq, this is a national constituent 
type of election, and so it is not what 
we think of as having districts or prov-
inces. But there is a list of the dif-
ferent parties, so people will have one 
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